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miLLeNNiUm DeVeLoPmeNT GoAL # 8 :  
Develop a Global Partnership for Development

WHAT is A GLobAL PArTNersHiP AND WHy is iT imPorTANT?
 Developing a global partnership requires the teamwork and effort of both the developed and developing countries of 

the world.  This cooperation is the most important way of making the millennium Development Goals a success!  Achieving 

the millennium Development Goals by 2015 is only possible if we, in the developed world, address the large scale inequality, 

unfair trade rules, and forgive the hefty debts that many poor countries are being asked to pay to rich nations. The 

distribution of aid is another factor that must be addressed.  many rich nations, like canada, have the potential to give 

larger amounts of aid money to nations who need it, but they are not doing so.  increasing the aid going to poor nations means 

better education programs, improved health care, increased access to food, and more.  

 Another important change is creating a more just trading system.  The current system--where food and other 

goods are transported across the globe to be sold to people in canada and other rich nations inexpensively--is only 

benefitting a small number of people in the rich countries, and is having really negative effects on factory workers, 

farmers, and the environment.  increasing aid and making global trade more honest and fair are two essential pieces to 

Developing a Global Partnership. 

 creating a Global Partnership for Development is the mDG goal that ties all of the 8 United Nations mDGs together. 

The global partnership is essential in achieving the Goals and creating sustainable development around the world.

QUick fAcTs
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soUrces: oxfam international-www.oxfam.org

christian aid - www.christianaid.org,  

The internationalist magazine - www.newint.org/features/2006/11/01/facts/)

Transfair - transfair.ca/sites/default/files/Globescan 2010 fTc and fT only_final2_June11.pdf

Tribes and Nations - www.tribesandnations.com.au/coffee_facts/

Global issues - www.globalissues.org/article/26/poverty-facts-and-stats

•  richer countries must give more aid if the 

world is to achieve the millennium 

Development Goals by 2015.

•  even though the canadian Gross National 

income (the amount of  money that was 

earned from resources, farming, and 

citizen labour) in 2008 was a total of $1.29 

trillion, the canadian government has not 

yet reached the contribution goal of 0.7% 

of this money to go to foreign aid.  This is 

the percentage of GNi that many of the 

world's richest countries have agreed to 

contribute.  

•  in 2007, rich countries spent three times 

more on bottled water ($58 billion) than it 

did on aid to Africa ($18 billion).

•  cocoa farmers, in Africa and south 

America, barely get 5 cents of every dollar 

of cocoa they sell, but the big chocolate 

companies like Nestle, Hershey, cadbury, 

get more than 70 cents of every dollar.

•  more than 5 million people, farmers, 

workers and their families across 58 

underdeveloped countries benefit from the 

international fair trade system. 

•  The fair Trade certified production 

criteria call for: a guaranteed minimum 

price; no child, slave or forced labour to be 

used; farmers to be organized 

democratically; and that plantation 

workers are able to participate in trade 

union activities. 

•  The GDP (Gross Domestic Product) of the 

41 most Heavily indebted and Poor 

countries (567 million people) is less than 

the wealth of the world’s 7 richest people 

combined.











WHAT yoU cAN Do?

5 WAys iNDiViDUALs cAN Work ToWArDs 

DeVeLoPiNG A GLobAL PArTNersHiP

•1.  educate yourself on the current system of 

international trade and its negative effects on 

people in poor countries. Tell your friends.  Have 

them tell their friends!  

2.  buy fair Trade products! fair Trade is the 

most obvious alternative to the unjust 

international trade system.  Visit a fair Trade 

store near you and help build a more 

sustainable partnership between rich and poor 

countries.

3.  Write to your member of Parliament and 

remind them that more needs to be done! 

canada needs to meet the 0.7% of GNi to be 

able to achieve the mDG’s by 2015!

4.  stop buying clothing from companies known to 

use sweatshops and child labour. 

5.  Think about your consumption!  be aware of 

how far your food has travelled, the metals 

and minerals in your electronics, and how much 

you throw away each day!  cooperation and 

partnership mean realizing we are all 

connected and our lifestyles and decisions do 

have an effect on others. We need to live in a 

way that is sustainable for all people!

some orGANizATioNs THAT sUPPorT fAir TrADe

TrANsfAir cANADA: Transfair canada is a national, non-

profit fair Trade certification organization, and the only 

canadian member of the fair Trade Labelling organizations 

(fLo) international. Transfair canada is responsible for 

certifying that canadian products bearing the fair Trade 

certification marks meet international fair Trade 

standards.

check it out: http://transfair.ca/

TeN THoUsAND ViLLAGes:  Ten Thousand Villages is a non-

profit fair Trade organization. They are designed to 

benefit artisans from developing countries, not to 

maximize profits. They get products from handicraft and 

agricultural organizations based in low-income countries, 

providing canadian buyers with products that have been 

fairly purchased. saskatchewan has 3 locations: 

regina-544 University Park Drive, West Landing 

saskatoon- 600 45th street West and 143 2nd Avenue 

North 

zebrA crossiNG: The owners of this small store travel 

Africa from morocco to zimbabwe, searching for quality 

crafts, buying from artisans, co-ops and local markets. 

shop for masks, drums, jewellery, textiles, paintings, 

prints, woodcarvings & more. They provide canadian buyers 

with these unique products that have been fairly 

purchased. Located at: 2156 Albert st. regina, sk.

Look AroUND sAskATcHeWAN, THere Are mANy sTores 

THAT sUPPorT fAir TrADe!
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THe miLLeNNiUm DeVeLoPmeNT GoALs 
At the United Nations millennium summit in 2000, 189 Governments 

signed the millennium Declaration on behalf of the countries they 

represented.  eight millennium development goals were adopted, 

committing rich and poor countries to work together in a global 

partnership to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, ensure that all 

boys and girls complete primary school, promote gender equality, improve 

the health of mothers and children, reverse the spread of HiV/AiDs and 

other diseases, and protect the environment—all by 2015.

1. erADicATe exTreme PoVerTy AND HUNGer                   

2. AcHieVe UNiVersAL PrimAry eDUcATioN              

3. PromoTe GeNDer eQUALiTy AND emPoWer WomeN              

4. reDUce cHiLD morTALiTy               

5. imProVe mATerNAL HeALTH              

6. combAT HiV/AiDs, mALAriA AND oTHer DiseAses              

7. eNsUre eNViroNmeNTAL sUsTAiNAbiLiTy              

8. DeVeLoP A GLobAL PArTNersHiP for DeVeLoPmeNT              

UN TArGeTs for mDG #8 : 

DeVeLoP A GLobAL PArTNersHiP for DeVeLoPmeNT:

•  Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable, non-discriminatory 

trading and financial system

• Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing countries

•  in cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to 

affordable essential drugs in developing countries

•  in cooperation with the private sector, make available benefits of 

new technologies, especially information and communications 

Credits: 

Comic art work:  

allan Dotson

Comic Storyline: 

u of r engineers without 

Borders chapter

This comic is a part of an 

SCIC project. Comics have 

been produced for each of 

the UN Milennium 

Development Goals in both 

English and French.  Please 

contact SCIC to receive 

additional comics.

Please contact us for  

more information or  

to order copies:

scic 

2138 McIntyre St. 

Regina, SK. 

S4P 2R7 

Ph: (306) 757-4669 

scic@earthbeat.sk.ca
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